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Eco-congregation (England  & Wales) is a project of A Rocha UK
13 Avenue Road, Middlesex UB1 3BL Registered Charity No 1089276
Eco-congregation – working under the auspices of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland

The Eco-congregation environmental check-up is designed to help churches:

1. Identify a potential environmental ministry or affirm an existing one
2. Prioritise what they would like to do and identify supportive resources

Step 1   Getting started

It is recommended that you form a small group to work through the check-up and prioritise your first steps. Eco-congregation offers resources to support your chosen priorities – each of the following sections 2-13 has an associated module. We encourage you to download any modules you wish to use, though we do also offer them free of charge by post for those who do not have access to a printer or the internet – see the order form at the end of the module. To register as an Eco-Congregation complete the registration form at the end of this module and send it to us by email or post and we will send you a registration certificate. We will need you to affirm that:

· Your church has undertaken the check-up (Module 1), or a comparable audit

· You have a plan for improvement which has the support of the appropriate church leadership

· A church decision-making meeting agrees that environmental activities will form part of your church’s life and mission (this step helps gain support for subsequent activities)

Step 2    Get Cracking! 

On receipt of the resources, distribute them to appropriate people/groups in your church (e.g. worship resources to worship leader, property resources to property committee) and encourage the development and implementation of your plans.

Step 3    Go for an Award 

Churches that undertake initiatives with spiritual, practical and community dimensions are encouraged to apply for the Eco-congregation Award which will be independently assessed. The award encourages churches to take a balanced approach with actions in all three areas. You should keep a record of your church’s environmental activities to aid any application. Depending on how much churches have already done it typically takes between 3 months and 3 years to get to the point of applying for the award.  
	Worship
(Module 2 – ‘Celebrating Creation’ - contains resources for worship teams and church leaders)

This is the prime focus of Christian life, from which the Church’s life and mission flows. This section is designed to help you identify how 

thankfulness and concern for God’s creation are expressed in your worship.(Have split other module headers to comply with this break in text)
St John’s Hearst Green hold a Worship in Wellies service, which includes work in the churchyard as part of the service.



	Questions
	Responses
	Comments / Notes
	Potential Action
	Time Scale
	Person responsible
	Review  Date 

	How often do you include environmental concerns in worship? 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	In your church’s prayer life do you praise God the creator, confess and say sorry for the harm done to creation, give thanks for the gift of creation, pray for the healing of creation?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does your church organise outdoor services, prayer walks, use natural materials within worship eg organic bread and wine 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	How often do you sing hymns / songs that celebrate creation and express God’s call to us to care for creation?

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Theology 
(Module 3 – ‘Creation and Christianity’ - contains eco-theological ideas and suggestions for further reading)
Theology is concerned with giving and exploring a rational and orderly account of Christian belief drawing on Biblical studies. Church tradition and history, ethics and the context in which the church is present. 
St Mary the Virgin, Monkseaton, explored aspects of creation/green-theology over a five-week period.


	Questions
	Response
	Comments/Notes
	Potential Action
	Time Scale
	Person responsible
	Review date

	Does your church have access to Christian environmental resources?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does your church have study/exploration events that include environmental issues?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does your church include creation/environmental issues in its teaching or preaching programme?

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Children’s Work (Infant and Primary Age)
(Module 4 – ‘Acorns to Oaks’ – includes inspiration and ideas for using indoor and outdoor environmental activities in children’s work)

Environmental work with children within children’s church activities can inform, inspire and encourage youngsters as they grow in faith, helping them to recognise that caring for God’s world is a normal part of Christian life. As part of a creation-focussed service, the children of St John’s Hamilton gave each member of the congregation a gift of bulbs potted in a re-used plastic cup


	Questions
	Detailed information
What environmental activities have been undertaken?
	Potential Action
	Time Scale
	Person responsible
	Review date

	Does your church have:

· Junior church/Sunday school?
· Uniformed organisations?
· Playgroup?
· After school / holiday clubs?
· Contact with local school? eg assemblies / special interest groups / governors
· All age worship?

	
	
	
	
	


	Youth Work (Secondary age)

(Module 5 – ‘Tread gently – go green’ – has ideas for activities for youth work)

Churches undertake a range of youth work including Sunday groups, uniformed organisations, open youth groups etc. 
Stirling Methodist Church’s young people prepared and helped to implement an environmental action plan for their church buildings.


	Questions
	Detailed information
 Identify all environmental activities undertaken with young people, both those mentioned in the ‘Questions’ column and any others of your own design
	Potential Action
	Time scale
	Person responsible
	Review date

	Do your young people ever:

· Discuss environmental issues and personal responsibility?

· Develop creation-care material to offer in worship? 

· Undertake environmental projects?

· Go on nature walks?

· Organise  environmental community events

· Assess how ‘green’ the church is and make suggestions for future action?
	.
	
	
	
	


	All-age and Adult Education
(Module 6 – ‘Exploring God’s green word’ – includes two sets of Bible studies and an address suitable for house groups or sermon preparation)

Church is a place where people can grow in faith from cradle to grave. Aligning key  environmental issues with Christian thinking can be inspirational and faith-affirming. 
Some churches run creation-focused Bible studies, and some lead environment-themed assemblies at their local schools.



	Questions
	Detailed information
 Itemise response to questions and give details of other activities undertaken
	Potential Action
	Time scale
	Person responsible
	Review date

	Could your church run / invite
·  a green-issues  Bible study?
· a creation-care Lent group?
· an environment speaker?


	.
	
	
	
	


	Church Property
(Module 7 – ‘Greening the Cornerstone’ – includes ideas and resources to help churches put God’s house in green order)

Good stewardship of energy and buildings can reduce a church’s impact on the environment and save money. 
Kirkwall East Church incorporated low energy lighting circuits and high level insulation in renovation plans for the building. Assess your stewardship, taking into account your Church / hall / clergy accommodation etc.


	Questions
	Response / Comments / Notes
	Potential Action
	Time Scale
	Person responsible
	Review date

	Do you / could you:

Energy

· monitor energy consumption regularly to identify trends?

· Switch to a ‘green’ supplier?

· Regularly service boiler?

· Choose appropriately sized rooms for activities?

· Timetable meetings to minimise heat usage?

· Install timer / thermostat for heating/lighting?

· Commission energy consultation?

· Fit draught excluders round doors / windows?

· Fit additional insulation?

· Clean windows to maximise light?

· Encourage users to switch off unnecessary appliances and not use stand-by?

· Replace cracked glass?

· Use low-energy light bulbs?

Water

· Check water outlets for drips / leaks?

· Install water-saving devices?

· Collect rainfall for garden use?

Building maintenance

· Choose timber / materials from sustainable or reclaimed sources?

	
	
	
	
	


	Church Management

(Module 8 – ‘Greening the Purse Strings’ – includes ideas for good stewardship of financial, catering and purchasing matters)

Churches are responsible for the good stewardship of money and a range of consumables. 
Some churches recycle printer and photocopier cartridges, milk cartons/bottles, batteries, greetings cards, stamps, old mobile ‘phones etc. Identify your church’s good practice and identify issues for action.


	Questions
	Response / Comments / Notes
	Potential action
	Time scale
	Person responsible
	Review date

	Does your church:

Finance and purchasing

· Check the environment policy of your bank?

· Have an ethical investment policy for savings?

· Use environmentally-friendly cleaning materials?

· Use recycled paper / envelopes etc?

· Use Fair Trade products?

· Use local suppliers where possible?

Catering

· Use crockery/glass rather than disposables?

· Use farmers’ markets and local suppliers?

Waste minimisation

· Offer recycling collection areas for church members, building users and the local community?

· Hold jumble sales / bring and buy sales / commodity exchanges etc to promote availability of goods at affordable prices?


	
	
	
	
	


	Church Land
(Module 9 – ‘Planting and conserving Eden’ – includes ideas, inspiration and resources for churches to assess the ecological value of their land, develop a management plan and to improve the community benefit or wildlife value of their plot)

Many churches are responsible for land, be it a tiny patch or a large acreage. 
St Saviours Episcopal Church, bridge of Allan, carried out a survey of their grounds and the congregation is now planning a bird feeding station and other improvements for wildlife. Use this section to assess the ecological and community  value of your land and its potential to be further developed 


	Questions
	Detailed information

 Indicate everything you do to make your church land attractive and valuable to humans and wildlife.
	Potential Action
	Time scale
	Person responsible
	Review date

	Does/could your church:

· Manage its land in a way that is wildlife friendly?

· Select native plant species  to benefit wildlife?

· Offer varied habitats / protection and food sources?

· Offer an area for prayer, contemplation outdoor worship and recreation?

· Aspire to natural beauty?


	
	
	
	
	


	Personal Lifestyle

(Module 10 – ‘Green Choices’ – includes information and tips on green lifestyles)

More people attend church each week than participate in any other voluntary body. 
Some churches publish green tips in their parish magazine and the local community newspaper. Others run public events which highlight a particular aspect of ethical behaviour. Use this section to identify what is currently being done to encourage sustainable living, and what potential there is to develop this mission.


	Questions
	Response / comments / notes
 Identify which of the questions you can respond positively to and add other things that you do
	Potential action
	Time scale
	Person responsible
	Review

	Do you / could you:

· Publish regular green tips?

· Promote wider awareness through posters or information from environmental organisations?

· Encourage wider recycling by providing collection points or informing people of local authority facilities?


	
	
	
	
	


	Community Outreach

(Module 11 – ‘Community Matters’ – includes stories, ideas and further contacts for undertaking work with and through local communities)

Churches can work with local communities to improve their neighbourhood. Assess the links that your church already has in the local community and the potential for further development
All Saints Wokingham are planning to use income from their solar panels to support projects among those in fuel poverty



	Questions
	Response / comments / notes
	Potential action
	Time scale
	Person responsible
	Review

	Does your church seek to:

· Advise building users of your environmental concerns and procedures?

· Participate in local environmental initiatives?

· Have links with environmental bodies?

· Support  community schemes with an environmental element (Litter pick, Credit Union, food bank)?
	
	
	
	
	


	Overseas Concerns

(Module 12 – ‘Global Neighbours’ – includes ideas and contacts to help churches act locally to promote environmental care globally)

Living simply that others may simply live is a vital facet of Christian living and discipleship. 
Some churches develop Fair Trade / Traidcraft stalls and sell these products in the wider community.


	Questions
	Response/ Comments / Notes
	Potential Action
	Time scale
	Person responsible
	Review date

	How does your church:

· Support the work of Christian development agencies?

· Promote Fair Trade

· Explore environmental issues through linked overseas communities / churches / missions etc?

· Support the work of international conservations and environment agencies (A Rocha / WWF / Friends of the Earth etc)?
	
	
	
	
	


	Managing your Carbon Footprint
(Module 13 – ‘Managing your Carbon Footprint’ gives information you will need to explain to people why they should be seeking to reduce their carbon footprint, and also some useful tools and resources to help in the process.)


	Questions
	Response / Comments / Notes
	Potential Action
	Times scale
	Person responsible
	Review

	Does your church:

· Read your meters to assess your energy usage 
· Track your carbon footprint?
· Help members do the same at home?
Do your church members:

· Acknowledge our role in climate change?

· Know where to find the information about climate change?

· Understand that this is a discipleship/ mission issue?

· Try to reduce the impact of their consumer choices?

Does your church:

· Work with the community to help them live lightly on God’s earth?

· Work with local movements like Transition Towns
	`
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CONGRATULATIONS on all the work your church is already doing to care for the Earth! You can now download or order the modules covering the areas you would like to engage with first.

About Eco-congregation
Eco-congregation is an ecumenical environmental project for churches in Britain and Ireland. It provides free resources, support and an Award scheme to help churches to consider environmental issues in the context of their Christian life and mission and to take positive action. Eco-congregation is overseen by CTBI and delivered in England and Wales by A Rocha UK. 

A Rocha UK is a Christian charity working for the restoration and protection of the natural environment in response to the biblical mandate to care for the earth, as part of God’s mission to his world. 

We do this through our practical involvement in nature conservation projects and ecological research, by campaigning on sustainability issues, and by engaging with churches, schools, communities and individuals; inspiring, educating and equipping them to both enjoy, and to participate in protecting, the natural world and its resources. 

As part of the worldwide family of national A Rocha organisations, we enjoy working collaboratively with others who share our passion for the planet, its people, and their mutual flourishing. 

For more information contact:

David Hughes

Eco-congregation (England & Wales)

c/o Groundworks Sheffield

The Innovation Centre

217 Portobello

Sheffield

S1 4DP

Tel: 0114 263 6421

Email: ecocongregation@arocha.org 

Web: www.ew.ecocongregation.org 
Other Christian environmental organisations supporting Eco-congregation include

Christian Ecology Link – is a membership organisation for those who wish to demonstrate care for God's creation in their faith and lifestyle. Web site: www.christian-ecology.org.uk  

The John Ray Initiative (JRI) is an educational charity with a vision to bring together scientific and Christian understandings of the environment.  Web site www.jri.org.uk
eco-congregation registration form

We recognise that it has probably taken considerable effort to get to the point of developing an agreed plan and we would like to recognise the efforts you have made so far by registering you as an Eco-Congregation church. To do so please complete this form stating:

1. that you have worked through the churches environmental check-up or a comparable audit

2. that a church decision-making body affirms that environmental activities form part of your church’s life and mission. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Title and Name of Contact Person..............................................................................

Address of Contact Person.........................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................

County .................................................. Postcode .....................................................

Tel: .....................................……....         Fax:…......................................................

Email address:....................................................................................................

My contact details may be passed to a third party*         yes*      no
  

* e.g. a church/denominational contact, local authority environmental officer but never for commercial purposes

Full Name of Church ...................................................................................................

Address of Church ……………………………………………………………………………

Denomination of Church ............................................................................................

Size of Church (members/regular worshippers)  Under 50   51-200  
200+  


Location: Rural  
Suburban  
Town/City Centre  
  Inner City  

Name of Church decision-making body which approved this registration:

.......................................................................................................................................

Date of Meeting: ..........................................................................................................

Role of Church Officer chairing the meeting: …………………………….……….


I affirm that environmental issues/caring for God’s creation form part of our church’s life and mission and that we have worked through the churches environmental check-up in module 1 or a comparable environmental audit

Name of Church Officer …………………………………..………………. 

Signature of Church Officer ...........................…………………………...

eco-congregation resources order form 

Please download the modules you require if possible. Note that the resources are identical whether you download or select the postal option. If you need printed copies sent by post please tick those that your church would like to receive:

‘Spiritual’: addressing worship and teaching:

 

Module 2 Celebrating creation!

                 
Ideas and resources for worship

 

Module 3 Creation and Christianity

              
Some green theological perspectives

 

Module 4 Acorn to oaks 

                 
Ideas and activities for children’s work

 

Module 5 Tread gently – go green 

              
Ideas and activities for youth groups

 

Module 6 Exploring God’s green word 

      
An address and two sets of Bible Studies for house groups

Practical: buildings, land and church management

 

Module 7 Greening the cornerstone


            Guidelines on caring for church premises

 

Module 8 Greening the purse strings 

     
            Management of financial, catering and purchasing matters

 

Module 9 Planting and conserving Eden


            Practical ideas and advice to care for church grounds and land

Mission: reaching out locally and globally

 

Module 10 Green choices

    
            Information and suggestions to green personal lifestyles

 

Module 11 Community matters

Ideas to help churches work with, through and for their local community

 

Module 12 Global neighbours

                       Sources and resources to help Churches think globally and act locally.



Module 13 – ‘Managing your Carbon Footprint’



A guide for churches wishing to assess their carbon footprint

Note: 

· to save resources only one postal copy of each module is available per Church

· modules are downloadable from: www.ew.ecocongregation.org under ‘Free resources’ 

· churches may freely photocopy modules 

· it is recommended that you only order as many modules as you can use 

· other modules may be requested later without completing a second form

Could your church support Eco-congregation financially? This would greatly help the development of the programme. Please make any cheque payable to ‘A Rocha UK’ and send to the address below. Thank you.
If we are going to be asking for a fee then can we also ask for a donation, or should we rewrite this inviting an additional donation to the work?
Please return this form to: 

Post: 
Eco-congregation, c/o Groundworks Sheffield

The Innovation Centre, 217 Portobello, Sheffield, S1 4DP

Email:  ecocongregation@arocha.org
