
You may be surprised to 

see a different name at the 

bottom of this editorial. 

That is because David has 

kindly agreed to let me 

loose with the editing of 

this newsletter! I was 

somewhat daunted when 

he e-mailed me all the 

material. Why did I 

volunteer, I wondered. I 

had to remind myself that 

it was reading Dave 

Booklessõ auto-biography, 

God doesnõt do Waste, 

(given to me by a friend) 

which really made me 

start thinking about our 

role as Christians to the 

environment. Before then 

I must admit I was a sort 

of wishy-washy Christian 
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Congratulations to Hawkshead Hill Baptist 

Church in Cumbria on achieving the Eco -

congregation award, which they have been 

working on since 2008. Dr John Biggs 

presented the award to Anita Payne on 19th 

May.  

The church has changed bank account, 

energy supplier and manages its grounds in 

the most ecologically - friendly way possible. 

The chapel and gardens have also been 

developed to create a spiritual atmosphere 

for people to enjoy.  

environmentalist - the sort 

of person who thought and 

talked about looking after 

our world, but didnõt 

actually DO anything. I hope 

that in editing this 

newsletter, I will be using 

the skills God has given me 

for his glory and also 

learning more about how to 

be more eco-friendly as well 

as freeing David up to give 

more time to other useful 

things. Maybe he will tell us 

what he has been up to in 

the next issue. 

Reading through everything 

the eco-schools and eco-

congregations are doing 

makes me painfully aware of 

how much I still need to 

learn (See pages 3-4). I have 

been really privileged to 

review Marie 

Birkenshawõs book of 

prayers & poems - it is 

a book I will certainly 

treasure, see page 7 

for the full review. Join 

the ancient tree hunt - 

what a fantastic thing 

to do in the school 

holidays to measure 

trees & encourage 

children to value the 

trees around them. 

(See pages 5 & 6). 

Finally, Look at Page 9 

if your church is 

thinking about putting 

in Solar panels. 

Yours in Christ, 

Lindsey Saunders 
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NATURE IS WORTH 

BILLIONS.  
Nature is worth billions of pounds 

to the UK economy according to a 

major new report based on the 

research of hundreds of UK 

scientists. The summary of key 

findings of the UK National 

Ecosystem Assessment (NEA) alone 

runs to 87 pages.  

According to DEFRA the report 

strengthens the arguments for 

protecting and enhancing the 

environment and will be used by 

Government to direct future policy. 

Included in the report are 

assessments of a range of ecosystem 

services in cash terms ôto help us fully 

understand the value of the natural 

environment and how the benefits to 

individuals and society as a whole can 

be better protected and preserved for 

future generations.õ 

Examples of benefits each year 

include: 

¶ The benefits that inland 

wetland waterways bring to 

water quality are worth up to 

£1.5 billion. 

¶ Pollinators are worth £430 

million to British agriculture. 

¶ The health benefits of living 

with a view of a green space 

are worth £300 per person. 

The very detailed report shows that 

a focus solely on the market value of 

resources that can be used and sold, 

such as timber, crops and fisheries, 

has led to a decline of some 

ecosystems and habitats through 

pollution, over exploitation and land 
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conversion. The Synthesis of the 

Key Findings of the research can 

be downloaded from the DEFRA 

site www.defra.gov.uk or from 

http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org  

New government plans for 

the environment. 

Just one week on from the UK 

NEA report at the beginning of 

June, DEFRA issued details of 

plans ôpromising a flourishing 

future for the natural 

environment. These are 

contained in the White Paper 

ôThe Natural Choiceõ, stated to 

be the first on the natural 

environment in 20 years. The 

proposals it contains set out a 

detailed programme of action to 

repair damage done to the 

environment in the past and are 

directly linked to the findings of 

the NEA report. Launching the 

White Paper, Environment 

Secretary Caroline Spelman said: 

ôThe natural environment matters 

to us all ð not just because it 

makes us feel good when we 

stumble across a bluebell wood 

or spot a pair of goldfinches ð but 

because we are all now able to 

see the terrible price we would 

pay if we lost what we have 

neglected to care for.õ 

The Natural Choice White Paper 

can be found at 

www.defra.gov.uk/environment/

natural/whitepaper  

 

This article was sent to us by Diocesan 

Environment Link (Bath & Wells) 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/
http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/whitepaper
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/whitepaper


ECO-SCHOOLS PROGRAMM E  
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themselves: óFletcherôs Field is a haven full of 

wildlife and blossoming treesô. ôThe pond is at 

the far side of the field.ô óYou will find yellow 

buttercups, daisies and a wide variety of trees. 

If you look under stones, leaves and bushes, 

you will find the smallest and most exciting 

insects.ô  

The Eco -Teacher at Levens C of E Primary 

School writes: ñWorking towards the Eco-

Schools award has been a thoroughly 

worthwhile journey, giving recognition to 

activities already peppered throughout the 

existing curriculum, but also giving us the 

purpose, focus and support to broaden our 

reach to previously unconsidered areas. The Eco

-Schools approach is thorough, but wonderfully 

flexible and manageable. The children have 

really surprised us with their ideas, commitment 

and enthusiasm, and the ógreenô message is 

connecting us with our wider local community 

and the world beyond.ò 

The Eco -Schools programme must be pupil 

centred and pupil driven. Excellent schools put 

the environmental agenda at the heart of their 

curriculum, involving every subject, to create an 

holistic approach. The young people I have met 

are confident and mature; even at primary level 

they chair meetings, take minutes, set action 

plan targets, monitor progress, evaluate 

outcomes and speak in public. They have a 

great deal to teach the adult world, especially in 

their enthusiasm and commitment to making 

the world a better place for everyone. For 

further information go to www.eco -

schools.org.uk.  

If you would like someone to talk to your school, 

your congregation, your local Churches Together 

group etc. about any of these issues please 

contact me on pandpmartin@hotmail.com -  you 

will be surprised by how much you are already 

doing and how easy it is to do more!  

Pam Martin  

For an assessor for Eco -Congregation and Eco -

Schools it is a wonderful privilege to share with 

like -minded people a love of and concern for 

the beautiful world God created and gave us to 

care for.  

At the moment the school sector rather puts 

the churches to shame! Currently 1,385 schools 

have the prestigious Green Flag award. To 

achieve this, nine areas must be addressed: 

litter, energy, water, waste, transport, healthy 

living, school grounds, biodiversity and a global 

perspective -  so sustainability is at the heart of 

the Eco -Schools programme.  

It is truly uplifting to spend time with young 

people fired up about reducing our carbon 

footprint and protecting the natural world. Ten 

years ago, when recycling in Britain was in its 

infancy, it was the buzz word in schools, but 

now young people lead the way in 

understanding that recycling should actually be 

the last resort ï not the first. When I ask now 

which of the three Rs is most important the 

immediate response is óReduceô followed by 

óReuseô - and only then óRecycleô.  

I have seen wonderful examples of good 

practice, but in Cumbria, in line with the óGreat 

Outdoorsô theme of this edition of The Way, I 

can highlight William Howard School Brampton  

where students have built animal housing and 

reared chickens, ducks and rabbits ï with other 

animals in the pipeline. And they are planning 

an orchard in a wildflower meadow.  

At Cockermouth School the students have 

established an outdoor classroom and a wildlife 

pond, they are planting a community orchard 

and keeping bees! Cockermouth Travel, a local 

commercial link, has donated 900 carbon -offset 

hedging and orchard trees for the school 

grounds ï really good community co -operation.  

At Grange -over -Sands C of E Primary School 

every child is involved every week in the school 

garden or wildlife garden, while at Hawkshead 

and Esthwaite C of E Primary 

School , with community help, they 

have established an outdoor 

environmental classroom and a 

vegetable garden and greenhouse -  

a wonderful example of local 

teamwork. The results are best 

described by the children 

An Assessorõs Perspective 

http://www.bigwildlifegarden.org.uk/


Eco-Congregation is ñan ecumenical programme helping churches 

make the link between environmental issues and Christian faith 

and respond in practical action in the church, in the lives of 

individuals and in the local and global communityò. Specific topics 

must be addressed ï all clearly identified, with helpful resources, 

on the website ( www.ecocongregation@arocha.org ); they are 

grouped into three areas for assessment purposes: the link 

between faith and the environment, practical action in the church 

and its grounds and having a positive impact on and working with 

the local/global community. I have been privileged to see 

wonderful work here too.  

The following churches deserve commendation for their work as 

eco-congregations.  

Seascale Methodist Church has initiated community litter picks 

within the town and along local beaches.  

St Johnôs Levens runs outdoor all age Rogation/Pentecost/Pet 

Services and leaves part of the churchyard un -mown to 

encourage biodiversity and allow wildflowers to set seed for 

sustainability.  

Vickerstown Methodist Church , Walney, has developed its 

building and grounds as a facility for local community use ï and 

encourages users to embrace the churchôs environmental 

philosophy.  

Certainly, the best practice happens when a church and its local 

schools work together. There are 1,385 Green Flag schools in 

England and 199 Eco -Congregations, of which only 4 are in 

Cumbria ï so far! I see it quite simply as a discipleship issue. God 

created the wonderful world we are privileged to enjoy, and 

commissioned us to care for it. If we, who proclaim a loving 

creator God, donôt take our responsibilities seriously, who will take 

us and our faith seriously?  

Pam Martin  
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Find lots of resources on the web:  

www.ew.ecocongregation.org  

 ECO-CONGREGATION CHU RCH PROGRAMME  

An Assessorõs Perspective 

http://ew.ecocongregation.org/
http://ew.ecocongregation.org/
http://www.ew.ecocongregation.org
http://ew.ecocongregation.org/


Trees can live to staggering ages. The 

Fortingall Yew in Scotland is believed to be 

5,000 years old and the oldest living thing 

in Europe! Such extraordinary trees truly 

capture the imagination. Here in the UK, 

historic practices and beliefs, 

such as the establishment of the 

Royal Hunting Forests and the 

sacred importance of Common 

Yews in church yards, have left 

us with some wonderful ancient 

trees. As a result, the UK has 

some of the oldest and most majestic trees 

in the world.  

Ancient trees provide cultural and historical 

continuity and are of great biological value. 

Ancient oaks have a role of great 

importance to our native biodiversity. Other 

common species, including Sweet Chestnut, 

Beech and Hornbeam, also grow to ripe old 

ages, and they too can support a veritable 

treasure trove of wildlife. What makes them 

special is the old wood, the bark, and the 

hollowing of the tree by fungi. This creates 

vital niches for rare species of birds and 

bats, and for specialists from the fascinating 

worlds of fungi, invertebrates and lichens, 

that only live in trees in this condition. 

Sustaining our population of ancient trees is 

vital for the wildlife that depends on them.  

But ancient trees are not all protected and 

are becoming increasingly threatened by 

intensive farming, safety precautions and 

changing land uses. We have an 

international responsibility to look after 

them and it is vital that their habitat is 

recognised and respected.  

Do you know of any large or ancient trees in 

your area?  

Last year we asked you to join in the hunt 

for Harlequin Ladybird. If you took part, 

thank you. This year is the United Nations 

JOIN THE ANCIENT TRE E HUNT  
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International Year of Forests and we are 

joining forces with the Woodland Trustôs 

Ancient Tree Hunt. We would like you to go 

out and record any fat, old trees that you 

know about or come across. Youôll need to 

measure their girth. One way to 

do this is to give the tree a hug!! 

Currently, our knowledge of 

ancient trees is patchy, so the 

data you send in will be a 

valuable contribution to a 

national database that is 

mapping the number and distribution of 

ancient trees. The Ancient Tree Hunt hopes 

to record over 100,000 ancient trees by 

October 2011 and you can help achieve this 

goal.  

How to take part  

How to spot an ancient tree  

Ancient trees can be found in farmland, 

historic forests, urban parks, churchyards, 

and even in the middle of urban housing 

estates! Some are easy to spot. They are 

big, old trees that make you go ôwow!ô 

Other characteristics of ancient trees that 

may catch your eye are large trunk cavities, 

decaying wood, bark loss, lots of dead wood 

in the canopy, lots of fungi, and epiphytic 

plants such as lichens. This survey 

concentrates on tree girth but if you want to 

record any of these other features we would 

love to receive details.  

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/


How fat is ancient?  

Some common trees and approximate 

measurements that may reveal their 

ancient status:  

How to measure your tree  

Either, using a tape measure, measure the 

treeôs girth at 1.5 meters above the ground. 

Do it a couple of times to make sure youôve 

got it right. If the tree is leaning, ensure 

the tape is perpendicular to the 

trunk and measure the tree 1.5m 

up the lower side. If the tree 

swells or forks at around 1.5m, 

then the smallest measurement 

below must be recorded and the 

height from the ground noted. 

Twinned or multi - stemmed trees 

should be treated as a single 

stem by finding and recording 

the smallest girth around all the 

stems between the ground and 

1.5m. Please add comments to 

explain how you measured your 

tree. Coppiced trees are not 

being recorded in this survey.  

Or, hug the tree! One hug is the fingertip to 

fingertip measurement of an adult with 

outstretched arms. Surround the tree with 

family or friends, all with outstretched 

arms, fingertip to fingertip. Then count the 

hugs!  

Please note: if the tree is on private land 

you must get permission before measuring 

it.  

For more information on how to measure or 

identify ancient trees visit the Ancient Tree 

Hunt website . 

What to record  

¶ The treeôs girth in meters and 

centimetres OR hugs. Include a 

description of how you measured the 

tree if necessary  

¶ The exact location of the tree with a 

grid reference or postcode  

¶ The species , if you know what it is  

¶ Photographic evidence ï take a photo 

of the whole tree and the leaves, bark 

and twigs if possible. A mobile phone 

camera is fineéand if you donôt have a 

camera just send the measurements and 

location.  

Thené  

Send your record with your 

name, address, email address, 

photos and tree details to 

anita.kelly@arocha.org . Or 

post them to Hug A Tree, A 

Rocha UK, 13 Avenue Rd, 

Southall, Middlesex, UB1 3BL. 

All records will be checked and 

sent to the Ancient Tree Hunt. 

The closing date for this 

project is 31st October 2011.  

This survey is of great 

importance to the future of 

ancient trees and UK 

biodiversity. Thank you for your 

contribution and happy hugging!  
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Continued from page 4 

Tree species Number of  adult 
hugs (arms out-
stretched=1 hug) 

Girth in     
metres 

Common Oak 3 4.5 

Common Beech 2 3 

Sycamore 3 4.5 

Common Lime 3 4.5 

Hornbeam 1 İ 2.25 

Common Yew 2 3 

Sweet Chestnut 4 6 

Common Ash 2 3 

http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/ancienttrees/
mailto:anita.kelly@arocha.org


 STORMS OF MY 

GRANDCHILDREN  

James Hansen. Bloomsbury  

ISBN 978 1 4088 0746 0 

Some books defy categorisation. 

The illustrious climate scientist, Dr 

Hansen, weaves together auto-

biography, history, political 

polemic, hard science, philosophy 

and (in the Biblical sense) 

prophecy. If I might be allowed 

one book to place in a time-

capsule for a future, wiser 

generation to find (along with the 

Bible and Shakespeare), this 

would have to be it. They might 

then begin to understand how a 

promising global civilisation could 

have exhausted the Earth's 

precious reserves of fossil carbon 

to burn, bringing ruin on itself.  

It need not be like that. As James 

Hansen explains, if the remaining 

coal (tar sands, etc.) is left in situ 

then it is still possible for the 

atmospheric concentration of 

carbon dioxide to fall back to 350 

ppmV. The significance of 350 

ppmV, and not the pre-industrial 

280 ppmV, is that we will no 

longer be forcing a change to the 

earth's energy balance. (Nor will 

we be causing such dangerous 

acidification to the earth's oceans.) 

This brings us to why the book is 

so helpful. Dr Hansen describes a 

complementary approach to 

computer climate change 

modelling. The problem with the 

latter research is that the results 

are only as certain as the input 

data (which, incidentally, can give 

false comfort to climate change 

deniers.) For example, the 

contributions (negative or positive) 

that clouds and atmospheric 

pollution make to global warming 

are still not well understood, nor 

are some other potentially 

dangerous feed-back effects.  

By considering the parallel situation 

when the earth was last 2 or 3 

degrees Celcius warmer, in the 

Pliocene 3 million years ago (using 

the evidence from ocean sediment 

cores), Dr Hansen is able to 

calculate the likely longer-term 

consequence of anthropogenic 

climate forcing of a level that is 

currently thought of as acceptable 

To cut a long (but fascinating) story 

short, with sea levels 25 metres 

higher, we do not want to go there!   
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Dr Hansen is rightly outspoken 

given the urgency of the dangers 

that he perceives. In Scriptural 

terms, I think that he would see 

himself as the watchman on the 

wall. But will any heed an 

unwelcome warning? Perhaps that 

is why the message is given in 

terms of his own journey ï 

paradoxically, his experience, unlike 

the science, cannot be denied. 

Please persist through the 300 

pages ï although this is not a 

'religious' book, I re-read it for Lent 

(I bet James Hansen never 

expected that!) and am not 

unchanged. 

Charles Jolly 

BOOK REVIEWS  BEYOND THE 
WINDOW FRAME -
Prayers and Poems 

by Marie Birkenshaw 

Ã5, obtainable from   

A Rocha 

This is a fantastic book, 

which can be used either for 

personal times of prayer or 

for use during church 

intercessions. The prayers 

are conveniently organised 

into different themes from 

Confession & Servanthood to 

Power for Godôs People.  

This is the first book of prayers 

that I have read in which the 

writing matches up to the writing 

of David Adam and Eddie Askew. 

As a homegroup leader and 

church prayer leader, I know I 

will be using this book 

extensively.  

The nature poems (located at the 

back of the book) are particularly 

moving and thought provoking. I 

especially like Rediscovering the 

Rainbow , which challenges our 

day to day lives.  

Lindsey Saunders  
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A ROCHA EVENTS  

Whatõs on 

13th -  20th August - Get Earthed at Lee Abbey, Devon with Andy Lester and 

David Beattie.  

The week will involve morning talks, followed by a programme of exciting and informative 

events and activities suitable for all age groups. Join other guests and the Lee Abbey 

team for a closer look at wildlife and why it matters to us ð all within the stunning 

surroundings of the North Devon coast. There will also be quiet activities for adults 

including: a prayer walk in creation, seabird safari and a meditation on St Francis. To 

check availability and to book on line go to the Lee Abbey website .  

19 August 2011 ð 21 August 2011 - British Birdwatching fair at Rutland 

Water.  

There will be a service, led by A Rocha in the Events Marquee, on the Sunday morning 

from 9.30am till 10.00am and everyone is welcome to join us at this.  

3rd - 10th September - Bardsey Holiday on Bardsey Island, North Wales 

with Steve Hughes, Chief Executive of A Rocha.  

Cost is £220 for full board and crossings. Go to the A Rocha website  for further info  

26 September 2011 ð 28 September - Sustainability in Crisis in Cambridge.  

This is a three -day cross -disciplinary consultation being held at Murray Edwards College 

in Cambridge in September 2011, aimed at thought -leaders, academics, campaigners and 

policy-makers, representing a variety of religious perspectives or none. It will serve as a 

forum for informed and honest conversation about the challenges we all face and the 

distinctive contribution religions might make to addressing them. Ruth Valerio, 

Manager of A Rocha's Living Lightly project will be one of the panellists. More details 

and a link to an application form can be found on the Faraday Institute website.  

8 October 2011 ð 9 October - Enough at Swadlincote, Derbyshire  

Enough is a gathering for those who want to live more simple, generous and ethical lives. 

Join us in October to gather together with other like -minded people who are seeking to 

follow Jesus in our consumer society.  

A Rochaõs Living Lightly and the Breathe network are holding a 24 hour gathering. Itõs an 

opportunity to listen, share, pray, chat, eat together, laugh and celebrate. We'll be 

motivated, stimulated, provoked, challenged and encouraged to keep persevering on our 

journey. To book, or find out more, e-mail.  

http://www.leeabbey.org.uk/devon/programme/details.php?id=867
http://www.arocha.org/gb-en/10083-DSY.html?branch=1&language=2
mailto:anita.kelly@arocha.org
http://arochalivinglightly.org.uk/
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SOLAR ENERGY FOR CHU RCHES 

Climate change and responses to it are likely to have 

significant and wide-ranging implications for historic 

places of worship. Adaptation of buildings to meet 

changing weather patterns and to make their use more 

energy efficient is increasingly common, while issues 

such as flooding and coastal erosion can have severe 

impacts in particular areas. 

Solar Photovoltaic technology potentially offers 

churches an opportunity to reduce their carbon 

footprint and energy bills  

What Are Photovoltaic Solar Panels?  

Solar electricity systems capture the sun's energy using 

PV cells. The cells convert the sunlight into electricity, 

which can be used to run appliances, lighting and 

electric heating systems. PV cells don't need direct 

sunlight to work - you can still generate some 

electricity on a cloudy day ð but the greater the 

intensity of the light, the greater the flow of electricity, 

so they are most efficient when installed on south- 

facing roofs. The energy generated can be used as it is 

being generated (e.g. in the day), stored for later use 

(e.g. using batteries) or exported to the National Grid.  

What are the Feed - In - Tariffs?  

The Feed-In Tariffs (also known as FITs) are part of a 

government scheme that pays people for creating their 

own "green electricity". The tariffs have been 

introduced by the Department of Energy and Climate 

Photovoltaic cells on the south aisle roof of the church of  

St Denys, Sleaford. © David J Prescott 

Change (DECC) to 

help increase the level 

of renewable energy in 

the UK towards our 

legally binding target of 

15% of total energy 

from renewables by 2020 (up from under 2% in 2009).  

The FITs have two tariff components:  

¶ Generation tariff ð a set rate paid by the energy 

supplier for each unit (or kWh) of electricity 

generated. This rate will change each year for 

new entrants to the scheme (except for the first 

2 years), but once signed up the same tariff will 

be received for 25 years.  

¶ Export tariff - a further 3p/kWh is paid by the 

energy supplier for each unit exported back to 

the electricity grid (e.g. when it isnõt used on 

site).  

The FITs, therefore, potentially give churches three 

financial benefits:  

A payment for all the electricity produced, even if used 

on site by the church; additional payments for the 

electricity exported to the national grid; and a 

reduction on the churchõs electricity bill, from using the 

electricity produced and used on site.  

For installations that are between 4 and 10kW the FIT 

generation tariff is currently 36.1p/kWh for the first 

two years and then 33.0p/kWh for a further 23 years. 

However, the rates will be reduced regularly 

throughout the lifespan of the FIT scheme ð and a 

review is currently planned in April 2012 (Larger 

installations, of more than 50kW, have already been 

reduced in April 2011).  

 

For further information go to  

Diocese of Oxford or  

English Heritage 

http://www.oxford.anglican.org/environment/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/advice/advice-by-topic/places-of-worship/climate_change_pow/
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Eco-congregation   

(England & Wales) 

c/o Groundworks Sheffield 

The Innovation Centre 

217 Portobello 

Sheffield S1 4DP 

England &  Wales 

and we will update our records 

accordingly. 

We will only use these details to contact 

you about newsletters, and occasionally if 

there are events coming up in your region 

in which you might be interested. 

 

If they are not on email, could they find 

someone in their church who is, who could 

receive communications on their behalf?  

We are no longer sending out a paper copy 

of the newsletter because of the cost in 

both financial and carbon footprint terms. If 

you know anyone who should be receiving 

the newsletter please email us, giving these 

details: 

 

 Their name 

 Their address 

 Their telephone number 

 Email address 

 Name of  church 

 or  

 Name of  organisation 

 Denomination (if relevant) 

 

Please send these details to: 

 ecocongregation@arocha.org 

Do you know anyone else who would 

like this newsletterñlet us know their 

email address! 

THE CHURCHESõ ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMME  

VOLUNTEER 

NEEDED  

If you can offer anything 

up to 3 days a week 

working from home we 

could do with some help 

with administering the 

assessments. Stacey will 

be leaving soon and I am 

going to miss her a lot. 

The work requires access 

to a computer and basic 

skills on the internet. If 

you can help please give 

me a call or email me. 

ecocongregation 

@arocha.org or  

0114 263 6421 
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Eco-congregation provides a 

framework to get churches involved 

with environmental issues. Start with 

the church check-up (module 1), 

draw up an action plan, download 

the modules, get on with the work, 

and then apply for the Award!  

After 10 years of offering a 

completely free award we have 

reluctantly decided to introduce 

some modest charges to cover some 

of the direct costs of the scheme. 

From 1st September we will be 

suggesting a donation of about £30 

to register as an Eco-Congregation 

and we will also be introducing a 

registration certificate which 

churches can display. This will be 

followed by another £30 fee for the 

plaque. We donõt want any church 

to feel it cannot afford to do the 

Award which is why we are making 

the registration cost a suggested 

donation. We will not be charging 

for the Award itself but if churches 

would like the plaque we feel it is 

appropriate to pass on the direct cost of 

buying and distributing the plaques. If you 

feel this is in any way a problem for your 

church do please get in touch with David 

Hughes at Ecocongregation@arocha.org 

to discuss how we can help.ó 

All material is freely available from the 

website: ew.ecocongregation.org 

It is helpful if you register your church 

after working through the church check-

up (so that we can build up a national 

picture), and receiving the Award is a 

way to publicise your activities, and 

encourage other churches to get 

involved!  

All donations gratefully received: please 

make cheques payable to                        

ôEco-congregationõ. 

 Thanks, 

David Hughes 

mailto:ecocongregation@arocha.org

