A successful Eco-Fair in Stratford-upon-Avon.

The Stratford Eco-Fair organised by Stratford Climate Action Network was officially opened by Councillor Donna Baker, the Mayor of Stratford-upon-Avon, at 10:30am on Saturday 10 May in the Wesley Hall, Stratford Methodist Church. She was impressed by the 23 stalls set up by local authority, environmental campaign groups, commercial companies and local environmental projects. The exhibition drew a good crowd of about 300 people in total. The last minute press release and local radio interview from the Stratford District Council certainly attracted a great number of anxious residents to get their questions answered about the new waste and recycling arrangement starting in August. 

At 11:00 am 60 people attended the lecture given by Canon Kenyon Wright CBE entitled “The Future – Green or Grim” in the adjacent church sanctuary. He analysed the symptoms of our society in the 21st century and shared his thoughts on what an individual should do and what we should expect the decision makers of our society do to make a better future. He suggested that we should assess our environmental footprints with EarthGuard, i.e. Energy, Acquisition, Recycling & Reuse, Transport and Hope & Health. However, all decisions made should be challenged by STEEP, i.e. Socially equitable? Technically safe? Economically sound? Environmentally sustainable? Politically participative? 

At 12:30pm, a team of 3 speakers ran a workshop in the church lounge on “The effect of climate change on developing countries.”  Ms Khodesza Rume from Oxfam Bangladesh impressed an audience of 30 about their work in helping people in the flooded area by using appropriate technology, such as well rings, to provide drinking water. Ms Verity Thomson of Practical Action, a charity based in Warwickshire, further showed how new technology, such as a floating vegetable garden, has been developed to provide food during flooding. Ms Melanie Frew of Christian Aid explained the best way to lobby so our campaign against climate change can be more effective. This workshop demonstrated how overseas aid charities are working together to help developing countries cope with the effects of climate change.

The second workshop on Transition Town at 2:30pm was led by Bernard Perkins of Leamington Spa Transition Town steering group. His talk about the rationale to plan for a low carbon future inspired a packed audience of 40, some of whom came specifically from Evesham and Coventry. It was a good introduction for the consideration of making Stratford a Transition Town.

The good turn up for this biggest green event was helped by the weekly articles over a period of 5 weeks by the local news papers, Stratford Herald, Midweek and Observer on the launch of Eco-Business Trail, the interview of the principal speaker, the programme of the Eco-Fair and the introduction of the workshops.  Posters had been on display in the town library, churches, websites of the town hall, district and county councils, while flyers were distributed to certain residential areas. We were also indebted to our “Green Shakespeare” (Mark Squires) who went into town on the day and encouraged people to attend the Eco-Fair. The whole day event was also made more enjoyable by a team of volunteers from both the Stratford Methodist Church and the Stratford Soroptimists serving fair-trade drinks and home made lunches. This raised more than £100 for the Burma Cyclone Appeal.

As a whole this Eco-Fair provided a most welcome opportunity for the town people to learn more what they can do about climate change as well as for those engaged with the campaign to share their experience. This event was sponsored by Midcounties Co-op, Friends of the Earth and Stratford Methodist Church. Stratford Climate Action Network should have a better base to go forward in the future.

